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BIRDS

Highlights

—> 179 bird species were recorded.
—> 26 species are restricted to the Afrotropical Highland biome.
- Two species are restricted to the Somali-Masai biome.

- Three species are endemic to Ethiopia: Abyssinian Longclaw, Abyssinian Catbird,
Yellow-fronted Parrot.

— Nine species are endemic to Ethiopia and Eritrea.
—> Six species are near endemic.
—> 10 species are listed in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
- Three species are Near Threatened: Crowned Eagle, Rouget’s Rail, Abyssinian Longclaw.
- Three species are Vulnerable: Tawny Eagle, Black Crowned Crane, Wattled Crane.
- One species is Endangered: Lappet-faced Vulture.
- Three species are Critically Endangered: Hooded Vulture, White-backed Vulture, Riippell’s
Vulture.

- Abreeding place of the critically Endangered Riippell’s Vulture was found.

—> A pair of the Wattled Crane and a larger group of the Black Crowned Crane (58 individuals) were
found at Gojeb Wetland.

—> Several flocks of the Yellow-fronted Parrot were found in different areas of the biosphere reserve.
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NABU’s Follow-up Biodiversity Assessment at the Kafa Biosphere Reserve, Ethiopia

1. Introduction

The first biodiversity assessment led by NABU in
2014 had already shown that the Kafa area has a rich
birdlife. In only two weeks of investigation 178 bird
species were found. The assessment took place in De-
cember, which is the dry season in Ethiopia and the
time when many migratory birds from the Palearctic
come for wintering in the region. The 2019 assessment

2. Materials and methods

2.1 Study area

The study sites are listed in Table 1. Some of the sites,
like Alemgono and Gojeb Wetlands and Bamboo For-
est were the same as in the 2014 assessment. In addi-
tion, some new, promising places were selected for
the current study. We investigated six forest areas,
six wetlands and the acacia savannah near Arguba,

Table 1: List of study sites and characteristics

took place in August, which is the rainy season. The
breeding time of many birds like Weavers, Widowbirds
and Cuckoos is correlated with this time of the year
when mating behaviour and nest-building activities
are obvious. Compared to the 2014 assessment shifts
in the composition of the avifauna were expected due
to seasonality aspects.

representing a very different habitat type which is rare
in the Kafa region (Table 1). The area around the Kafa
Development Association (KDA) Guesthouse, which
served as a base camp for most of the time, was in-
cluded in the assessment.

Altitud
Code titude Latitude ] Longitude
(a.s.l.)

Gimbo Kejaraba Montane forest 1,879 m  7.262500  36.183333
. Path to the hot
Boginda . BO Montane forest 1,813m  7.459167  36.187222
springs
Gewata Gewata GW Riverine forest 1,409 m 7.473056  36.178889
Adiyo Adiyo AD Montane forest 2,027 m 7.290556  36.475556
Bamboo Forest dominated b
Adiyo Bamboo Forest  BA 00 Forest domt Y 2s00m 7241111  36.452222
Arundinaria alpina
. Chefahanna Wetland surrounded by
Adiyo BK 2,440 m 7.294722  36.378611
(Boka Forest) montane forest
Saja Forest
Gewata SF Montane forest 2,139 m 7.506944  36.119444
(Gewata)
Al
Gimbo emgono AG Wetland 1,722 m 7.361667 36.217778
Wetland
Gimbo Shoriri Wetlands SHO Wetland 1,615m 7.358611  36.206389
. . Farmland (maize); grassland
Gimbo Yartachi YA L. . 1,327 m 7403611  36.368889
riverine vegetation
Gojeb Wetland; Wetland, grazed and ungrazed
Gimbo ) GOJ & & 1,566 m 7.564167 36.051667
Medabo areas
KDA- .
Bonga KDA Guest House GH Village, farmland 1,738 m  7.250833  36.254444
Wetland, riverine forest,
Decha Decha, Beha DE . 1,822 m 7.168889 36.220556
coffee plantation
Grassland with Acacia trees,
Gimbo Arguba, Gimbo AR small riverine forest, Gojeb 1,330 m 7.419722  36.395000

River



2.2 Sampling methods

The assessment was carried out in the rainy season
from 30 July 2019 to 13 August 2019. In determination
and naming we followed the field guide by Redman
et al. (2009), supplemented by Clark & Davies (2018).

In forests with restricted access, small paths, game
trails or roads were taken as transect trails. Most wet-
land counts were made from the higher ground of the
peripheral areas of the wetlands. Whenever possible
we also entered the wetlands. Start and end points
were recorded using a hand-held Global Positioning
System (GPS). For each bird species encountered dur-
ing a walk, the number of individuals was recorded
in order to yield a rough estimate of its frequency in
the region. Surveys were conducted between 6 am and
7 pm. Birds were located by visual encounter using
binoculars (10 x 40) or by means of their distinctive

3. Results

3.1 Forest sites

We studied six different forest sites: Kejaraba (Table
2), the wooded areas at the path to the hot springs
(Table 3), Gewata (Table 4), Adiyo (Table 5), Bamboo For-
est (Table 6) and Saja Forest (Table 7). In nearly all the
study sites there were clearings, small wetlands, farm-

3.1.1 Kejaraba
Date: 31/07/2019, 6.20 am - 5.05 pm

BIRDS

songs or calls. Unknown songs and calls were checked
using recordings made with a mobile phone. Reference
songs and calls were taken from www.xeno-canto.org
in advance. In a few cases, we checked the identity of
an unknown bird species via voice playback.

2.3 Data analysis

Information on bird abundance is normally derived
from the number of specimens counted over a peri-
od of several days, or even weeks (Sutherland et al.,
2005). As we visited most of our study sites only once,
the methodology did not allow a reliable estimate of
abundance. Unlike the first assessment, the current
investigation took place in the rainy season, taking our
understanding of the avifauna at the Kafa Biosphere
Reserve (Kafa BR) a step further.

land habitats, road edges with scrub or forest edge in
addition to the closed forest areas. As a result, besides
the forest species like White-cheeked Turaco, African
Olive Pigeon or Sharpe’s Starling we also encountered
bird species that are not bound to forest habitats.

GPS position: Latitude 7.278889 / Longitude 36.213611; 1,646 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.262500 / Longitude 36.183333; 1,879 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.273333 / Longitude 36.205833; 1,734 m a.s.l.

Habitat: forest edge, maize plantation and forest

Table 2: List of birds recorded at Kejaraba

Counted
Common hame Scientific name
specimens

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash

Wattled Ibis Bostrychia carunculata 1
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 1
African Green Pigeon Treron calvus 3
Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 10
Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 2
White-cheeked Turaco Tauraco leucotis 15
Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius >10
Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus 2

->back to content
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NABU’s Follow-up Biodiversity Assessment at the Kafa Biosphere Reserve, Ethiopia

. Counted
Common name Scientific name .
specimens

Klaas’s Cuckoo

Speckled Mousebird
African Pygmy Kingfisher
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Banded Barbet

Lesser Honeyguide
Cardinal Woodpecker
Mountain Wagtail

Black Cuckoo-shrike
Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike

Common Bulbul

Mountain Thrush
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher
African Dusky Flycatcher
African Paradise Flycatcher
Grey-headed Batis
Black-headed Batis

White-rumped Babbler

Montane White-eye
Copper Sunbird
Variable Sunbird
Northern Puffback
Ethiopian Boubou
Abyssinian Oriole
Thick-billed Raven
Red-billed Oxpecker
Sharpe’s Starling
Baglafecht Weaver
Bronze Mannikin
Black-and-white Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah
African Citril

Streaky Seedeater

Chrysococcyx klaas

Colius striatus

Ceyx pictus

Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Lybius bidentatus
Lybius undatus
Indicator minor
Dendropicos fuscescens
Motacilla clara

Campephaga flava
Campephaga phoenicea

Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus
Turdus olivaceus

Camaroptera brachyura
Melaenornis chocolatinus
Muscicapa adusta

Terpsiphone viridis

Batis orientalis

Batis minor
Turdoides leucopygia omoensis

Zosterops poliosgastrus
Cinnyris cupreus
Cinnyris venustus
Dryoscopus gambensis
Laniarius aethiopicus
Oriolus monacha
Corvus crassirostris
Buphagus erythrorhynchus
Pholia sharpii

Ploceus baglafecht
Lonchura cucullata
Lonchura bicolor

Vidua macroura
Serinus citrinelloides

Serinus striolatus

10

>10

= N M =2 W 01 U1

10
>20

>15
20

>15

12
>20

>15

>10

= N =

Observation of an immature
Klaas’s Cuckoo being fed by an
African Paradise Flycatcher

One male

Two males at different
locations

Recorded at a maize
plantation

One group in canopy



3.1.2 Path to the hot springs

Date: 01/08/2019,6.50 am - 12.40 pm

GPS position along a transect:

Latitude 7.440278 / Longitude 36.182222; 1,813 m a.s.l.
Latitude 7.456389 / Longitude 36.187222; 1,746 m a.s.l.
Latitude 7.462778 / Longitude 36.185000; 1,463 m a.s.l.

BIRDS

Habitat: montane forest, clearing, hot spring, small swamp,

river and cultivated land

Table 3: List of birds recorded at the path to the hot springs

Hadada Ibis
White-backed Vulture
African Goshawk

African Green Pigeon
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Yellow-fronted Parrot
White-cheeked Turaco
Red-chested Cuckoo
Blue-headed Coucal
Speckled Mousebird
Little Bee-eater
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird

Eastern Grey-headed Woodpecker

Common Bulbul

Rippell’s Robin-Chat
Mountain Thrush
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Northern Black Flycatcher
African Dusky Flycatcher
African Paradise Flycatcher
Brown-throated Wattle-eye
Montane White-eye
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Variable Sunbird

Collared Sunbird

Northern Puffback
Ethiopian Boubou
Black-headed Oriole
Abyssinian Black-headed Oriole
Sharpe’s Starling

Spectacled Weaver

Bostrychia hagedash
Gyps africanus

Accipiter tachiro

Treron calvus

Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Poicephalus flavifrons
Tauraco leucotis

Cuculus solitarius
Centropus monachus
Colius striatus

Merops pusillus

Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Dendropicos spodocephalus
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus
Cossypha semirufa

Turdus abyssinicus
Camaroptera brachyura
Melaenornis edolioides
Muscicapa adusta
Terpsiphone viridis
Platysteira cyanea
Zosterops poliosgastrus
Chalcomitra senegalensis
Cinnyris venustus fazoglensis
Hedydipna collaris
Dryoscopus gambensis
Laniarius aethiopicus
Oriolus larvatus

Oriolus monacha

Pholia sharpii

Ploceus ocularis

13

N
(6]

N A B O W, N DA W N

Remarks: a group of Blue Monkeys was observed at a group of
Blue Monkeys was observed at Latitude 7.456389 / Longitude
36.187222, a group of De Brazza’s Monkeys at Latitude
7.462778 / Longitude 36.185000

->back to content
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NABU’s Follow-up Biodiversity Assessment at the Kafa Biosphere Reserve, Ethiopia

3.1.3 Way from the hot springs to Kobesh (Gewata)

Date: 01/08/2019,12.50 pm -4 pm
GPS position along a transect: Latitude 7.473056 / Longitude 36.178889
Habitat: riverine forest, small wetland and montane forest

Table 4: List of birds recorded at the way from the hot springs to Kobesh

92

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 2
Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash >10
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 36
African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 1
Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 1
African Green Pigeon Treron calvus 7
Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 2
Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 1
Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 2
Blue-breasted Bee-eater Merops lafresnayii 6
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 1
Red-shouldered Coockoo-shrike Campephaga phoenicea 1
Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus 1
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura >10
Ethiopian Cisticola Cisticola lugubris 1
African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 1
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 1
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus fazoglensis 2
Ethiopian Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus 2
Sharpe’s Starling Pholia sharpii 8
Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens 1
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 6

3.1.4 Way to the vulture colony in Adiyo (Shaka)

Date: 02/08/2019,7 am-1pm

GPS position along a transect: Latitude 7.290556 / Longitude 36.475556

GPS position, view to a vulture colony: Latitude 7.295000 / Longitude 36.478889
Habitat: cultivated land, forest and riverine forest

Table 5: List of birds recorded at Adiyo

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 1
Wattled Ibis Bostrychia carunculata 5
White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 16
Ruppell’s Vulture Gyps rueppellii 33
Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 12
Chestnut-naped Francolin Pternistis castaneicollis 5



BIRDS

African Olive Pigeon
Lemon Dove
Yellow-fronted Parrot
Blue-breasted Bee-eater
Crowned Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Banded Barbet
Red-throated Wryneck
Abyssinian Woodpecker
Red-rumped Swallow
Mountain Wagtail

Black Saw-wing
Common Bulbul
Rippell’s Robin-Chat
African Stonechat
Mountain Thrush
Tawny-flanked Prinia
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher
African Dusky Flycatcher
White-rumped Babbler
Montane White-eye
Thick-billed Raven
Sharpe’s Starling
Tacazze Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Variable Sunbird
Common Fiscal

Black-headed Oriole

Abyssinian Black-headed Oriole

Cape Rook

Thick-billed Raven
Swainson’s Sparrow
Vitelline Masked Weaver
Spectacled Weaver
Baglafecht Weaver
Yellow-bellied Waxbill
Black-and-white Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah
African Citril
Brown-rumped Seedeater

Streaky Seedeater

Columba arquatrix
Aplopelia larvata
Poicephalus flavifrons
Merops lafresnayii
Tockus alboterminatus
Pogoniulus pusillus
Lybius bidentatus

Lybius undatus

Jynx ruficollis
Dendropicos abyssinicus
Cecropis daurica
Motacilla clara
Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Pycnonotus barbatus
Cossypha semirufa
Saxicola torquatus
Turdus abyssinicus

Prinia subflava
Melaenornis chocolatinus

Muscicapa adusta

Turdoides leucopygia omoensis

Zosterops poliogastrus
Corvus crassirostris
Pholia sharpii
Nectarinia tacazze

Chalcomitra senegalensis

Cinnyris venustus fazoglensis

Lanius Collaris
Oriolus larvatus
Oriolus monacha
Corvus capensis
Corvus crassirostris
Passer swainsonii
Ploceus vitellinus
Ploceus ocularis
Ploceus baglafecht
Coccopygia quartinia
Lonchura bicolor
Vidua macroura
Serinus citrinelloides
Serinus tristriatus

Serinus striolatus

S I L S R O B R R 2 B ST R ]

H N W = 0 R = K N NN OO R NN W w ooy,

->back to content
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3.1.5 Bamboo Forest

Date: 02/08/2019,1 pm
GPS position along a transect: Latitude 7.241111 / Longitude 36.452222;2,590 m a.s.l.
Habitat: bamboo forest, riverine forest

Table 6: List of birds recorded at Bamboo Forest

5

Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera

Riippell’s Robin-Chat Cossypha semirufa 1
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler Bradypterus cinnamomeus 1
Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 1
Montane White-eye Zosterops poliogastrus 6
Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze 3
Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia 2
Brown-rumped Seedeater Serinus tristriatus 1



3.1.6 Saja Forest Gewata
Date: 06/08/2019,8 am - 4.45 pm

BIRDS

GPS position: Latitude 7.506944 / Longitude 36.119444; 2,139 m a.s.l.

Habitat: intact evergreen montane forest

Table 7: List of birds found at Saja Forest

Woolly-necked Stork
White-backed Vulture
Rippell’s Vulture
Common Buzzard

African Hobby

African Olive Pigeon
Red-eyed Dove
Yellow-fronted Parrot
White-cheeked Turaco
Red-chested Cuckoo
Black Cuckoo

Klaas’s Cuckoo
Blue-breasted Bee-eater
Broad-billed Roller
African Grey Hornbill
Crowned Hornbill
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Lesser Honeyguide
Eastern Grey Woodpecker
Black Saw-wing
Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike
Common Bulbul
Mountain Thrush
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler
Grey-backed Camaroptera
African Dusky Flycatcher
Black-headed Batis
White-rumped Babbler
Montane White-eye
Variable Sunbird
Northern Puffback
Ethiopian Boubou
Abyssinian Oriole
Thick-billed Raven
Red-winged Starling
Sharpe’s Starling

Village Weaver
Spectacled Weaver

Yellow-bellied Waxbill

Ciconia episcopus
Gyps africanus
Gyps rueppellii
Buteo buteo
Falco cuvierii

Columba arquatrix

e N R e e - )

Streptopelia semitorquata
Poicephalus flavifrons 12
Tauraco leucotis 4

Cuculus solitarius 4

=

Cuculus clamosus gabonensis
Chrysococcyx klaas

Merops lafresnayii
Eurystomus glaucurus

Tockus nasutus

Tockus alboterminatus
Pogoniulus chrysoconus
Lybius bidentatus

Indicator minor

Dendropicos spodocephalus

Psalidoprocne pristoptera

= 0O W H B = W = = 0

Campephaga phoenicea
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus >10
Turdus abyssinicus
Bradypterus cinnamomeus
Camaroptera brachyura
Muscicapa adusta

Batis minor

Turdoides leucopygia omoensis
Zosterops poliogastrus

Cinnyris venustus

N N W N W NN

Dryoscopus gambensis

\
—
o

Laniarius aethiopicus

—~

Oriolus monacha
Corvus crassirostris 4
Onychognathus morio 30
Pholia sharpii 5
Ploceus cucullatus 20
Ploceus ocularis 2

Coccopygia quartinia 5

->back to content
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3.2 Wetlands

Six wetland areas were investigated: Alemgono (Table 8),
Chefahanna (Table 9), Shoriri (Table 10), Yartachi (Table 11),
Gojeb (Table 12) and Decha (Table 13).

3.2.1 Alemgono

Date: 30/07/2019, 6.30 am - 4.45 pm

GPS position: Latitude 7.361667 / Longitude 36.217778; 1,722 m a.s.l.
GPS position wetland: Latitude 7.356944 / Longitude 36.227500

GPS position cultivated area: Latitude 7.352778 / Longitude 36.232778

Habitat: transitional area farmland (maize and teff) to wetland (dense stands of Cyperus latifolius

surrounded by heavily grazed areas, swampy area with Typha spp.)

Table 8: List of birds found at Alemgono (AG)

Wolly-necked Stork
Hadada Ibis

Wattled Ibis

Hooded Vulture
White-backed Vulture
Great Sparrowhawk
African Harrier Hawk
Augur Buzzard
Red-chested Flufftail
Rouget’s Rail

Black Crowned Crane
African Green Pigeon
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Laughing Dove
Black-winged Lovebird
Jacobin Cuckoo

Black Cuckoo
Blue-headed Coucal
Speckled Mousebird
Little Bee-eater
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Brown-throated Martin
Mosque Swallow
Abyssinian Longclaw
Grassland Pipit
Common Bulbul
Mountain Thrush
Grey-backed Camaroptera

Ethiopian Cisticola

Ciconia episcopus
Bostrychia hagedash
Bostrychia carunculata
Necrosyrtes monachus
Gyps africanus

Accipiter melanoleucus
Polyboroides typus
Buteo augur

Sarothrura rufa
Rougetius rougetii
Balearica pavonina
Treron calvus

Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Streptopelia senegalensis
Agapornis taranta
Clamator jacobinus
Cuculus clamosus
Centropus monachus
Colius striatus

Merops pusillus
Bycanistes brevis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Riparia paludicola
Cecropsis senegalensis
Macronyx flavicollis
Anthus cinnamomeus
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus
Turdus abyssinicus
Camaroptera brachyura

Cisticola lugubris

Counted
specimens
14

>10

A 0O N NN OO N H O FH N 00N
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A
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Counted
Common name Scientific name
specimens

Tawny-flanked Prinia
African Dusky Flycatcher
Grey-headed Batis
White-rumped Babbler
Abyssinian White-eye
Tacazze Sunbird
Copper Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Variable Sunbird
Common Fiscal
Ethiopian Boubou
Black-headed Oriole
Cape Rook

Red-billed Oxpecker

Greater Blue-eared Starling

Splendid Starling

Village Weaver

Spectacled Weaver
Baglafecht Weaver
Black Bishop
Red-collared Widowbird
Fan-tailed Widowbird
Red-billed Firefinch
Common Waxbill
Bronze Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah
Village Indigobird
African Citril

Prinia subflava

Muscicapa adusta 3
Batis orientalis 2
Turdoides leucopygia omoensis 11
Zosterops abyssinicus 2
Nectarinia tacazze >5
Cinnyris cupreus 3
Chalcomitra senegalensis 4
Cinnyris venustus >10
Lanius collaris >10
Laniarius aethiopicus 6
Oriolus larvatus 1
Corvus capensis 5
Buphagus erythrorhynchus 6
Lamprotornis chalybaeus >20
Lamprotornis splendidus 15
Ploceus cucullatus 30
Ploceus ocularis 2
Ploceus baglafecht 4
Euplectes gierowii 4
Euplectes ardens >10
Euplectes axillaris 80
Lagonosticta senegala 2
Estrilda astrild 3
Spermestes cucullata >30
Vidua macroura 2
Vidua chalybeata 1
Serinus citrinelloides 2

BIRDS

Two flocks, near
the grazing cattle
Flock in a fruiting
Fig tree

One big breeding
colony near the
swamp; others in
the farmland

Cultivated area
Cultivated area

Maize plantation

Near the swamp

->back to content
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3.2.2 Chefahanna

Date: 03/08/2019,6.50 am - 12.30 pm

GPS position: Latitude 7.294722 / Longitude 36.378611;2,440 m a.s.l.
Habitat: wetland surrounded by montane forest, small meadow stream

Table 9: List of birds found at Chefahanna

Hadada Ibis
White-backed Vulture
Rippell’s Vulture

Great Sparrowhawk
Augur Buzzard
Chestnut-naped Francolin
Rouget’s Rail
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Black-winged Lovebird
White-cheeked Turaco
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Lesser Honeyguide
Abyssinian Woodpecker
Black Saw-wing

Common Bulbul

Rlppell’s Robin-Chat
Mountain Thrush
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher
African Dusky Flycatcher
Montane White-eye
Tacazze Sunbird

Variable Sunbird
Northern Puffback
Ethiopian Boubou
Abyssinian Oriole
Black-headed Oriole

Cape Rook

Thick-billed Raven
Baglafecht Weaver
Yellow-bellied Waxbill
Black-and-White Mannikin
Streaky Seedeater

Bostrychia hagedash
Gyps africanus

Gyps rueppellii

Accipiter melanoleucus
Buteo augur

Pternistis castaneicollis
Rougetius rougetii
Turtur afer

Streptopelia semitorquata
Agapornis taranta
Tauraco leucotis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Indicator Minor
Dendropicos abyssinicus

Psalidoprocne pristoptera

Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus

Cossypha semirufa
Turdus abyssinicus
Bradypterus cinnamomeus
Camaroptera brachyura
Melaenornis chocolatinus
Muscicapa adusta
Zosterops poliogastrus
Nectarinia tacazze
Cinnyris venustus
Dryoscopus gambensis
Laniarius aethiopicus
Oriolus monacha

Oriolus larvatus

Corvus capensis

Corvus crassirostris
Ploceus baglafecht
Coccopygia quartinia
Spermestes bicolor

Serinus striolatus
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3.2.3 Shorori

1) Date: 04/08/2019,6.50 am - 1.30 pm

GPS position: Latitude 7.344444 / Longitude 36.191111; 1,685 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.346111 / Longitude 36.198333; 1,618 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.350278 / Longitude 36.200278; 1,622 m a.s.l.
Habitat: big wetland, swampy areas surrounded by montane forest

Table 10: List of birds found at Shoriri Wetland

Woolly-necked Stork
Hadada Ibis

Wattled Ibis

Egyptian Goose
Yellow-billed Duck
African Goshawk

Augur Buzzard

African Harrier Hawk
Crowned Eagle
Red-chested Flufftail
Rouget’s Rail

African Rail

Black Crowned Crane
African Green Pigeon
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove
White-cheeked Turaco
Levaillant’s Cuckoo
Red-chested Cuckoo
Black Cuckoo

African Palm Swift
Speckled Mousebird
Woodland Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher
Broad-billed Roller
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Double-toothed Barbet
Red-rumped Swallow
Mountain Wagtail
Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike
Common Bulbul
Mountain Thrush
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler

Grey-backed Camaroptera

Ciconia episcopus
Bostrychia hagedash
Bostrychia carunculata
Alopochen aegyptiaca
Anas undulata

Accipiter tachiro

Buteo augur
Polyboroides typus
Stephanoaetus coronatus
Sarothrura rufa
Rougetius rougetii

Rallus caerulescens
Balearica pavonina
Treron calvus

Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Tauraco leucotis
Clamator levaillantii
Cuculus solitarius

Cuculus clamosus
Cypsiurus parvus

Colius striatus

Halcyon senegalensis
Halcyon chelicuti
Eurystomus glaucurus
Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis

Lybius bidentatus
Cecropis daurica
Motacilla clara
Campephaga phoenicea
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus
Turdus abyssinicus
Bradypterus cinnamomeus

Camaroptera brachyura

BIRDS

Counted
specimens
1
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. Counted
Common name Scientific name )
specimens

Ethiopian Cisticola

African Dusky Flycatcher
African Paradise Flycatcher
White-rumped Babbler
Montane White-eye
Copper Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Variable Sunbird

Common Fiscal

Ethiopian Boubou

Marsh Tchagra

Abyssinian Oriole
Red-billed Oxpecker
Greater Blue-eared Starling

Swainson’s Sparrow
Village Weaver

Red-headed Quelea
Red-collared Widowbird
Fan-tailed Widowbird
Red-billed Firefinch
Black-and-white Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah
African Citril

Cisticola lugubris
Muscicapa adusta

Terpsiphone viridis

Turdoides leucopygia omoensis

Zosterops poliogastrus
Cinnyris cupreus
Chalcomitra senegalensis
Cinnyris venustus

Lanius collaris

Laniarius aethiopicus
Tchagra minutus

Oriolus monacha
Buphagus erythrorhynchus
Lamprotornis chalybaeus

Passer swainsonii
Ploceus cucullatus

Quelea erythrops
Euplectes ardens
Euplectes axillaris
Lagonosticta senegala
Spermestes bicolor
Vidua macroura

Serinus citrinelloides
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3.2.4 Yartachi

Date: 05/08/2019,6.50 am - 12.30 pm

GPS position: Latitude 7.403611 / Longitude 36.368889; 1,327 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.407500 / Longitude 36.376667; 1,317 m a.s.l.
Habitat: transitional area farmland (maize) to natural and secondary grassland, more or less wet;
riverine vegetation and sparse stands of Cyperus latifolius surrounded by heavily grazed areas

Table 11: List of birds found at Yartachi

BIRDS

. Counted
Common hame Scientific name )
specimens

Cattle Egret

Black-headed Heron
Hadada Ibis

Egyptian Goose
Hooded Vulture
African Harrier Hawk
Augur Buzzard
Rouget’s Rail

Green Sandpiper
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Laughing Dove

Klaas’s Cuckoo
Blue-headed Coucal
Speckled Mousebird
Woodland Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Barn Swallow
Wire-tailed Swallow
Black Saw-wing
African Pied Wagtail
Abyssinian Longclaw
Grassland Pipit
Common Bulbul
Rippell‘s Robin-Chat
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Croaking Cisticola
Red-faced Cisticola
Tawny-flanked Prinia

African Paradise Flycatcher

Bubulcus ibis

Ardea melanocephala
Bostrychia hagedash
Alopochen aegyptiaca
Necrosyrtes monachus
Polyboroides typus

Buteo augur

Rougetius rougetii

Tringa ochropus

Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Streptopelia senegalensis
Chrysococcyx klaas
Centropus monachus
Coljus striatus

Halcyon senegalensis
Halcyon chelicuti

Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Hirundo rustica

Hirundo smithii
Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Motacilla aguimp
Macronyx flavicollis
Anthus cinnamomeus
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus
Cossypha semirufa
Camaroptera brachyura
Cisticola natalensis
Cisticola erythrops

Prinia subflava

Terpsiphone viridis

The only finding
of this species
during the
assessment
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Common hame Scientific name

Black-headed Batis
White-rumped Babbler
Montane White-eye
Copper Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Variable Sunbird
Common Fiscal
Grey-backed Fiscal
Marsh Tchagra

Cape Rook

Red-billed Oxpecker

Greater Blue-eared Starling

Swainson’s Sparrow

Village Weaver

Compact Weaver
Grosbeak Weaver

Black Bishop

Red-collared Widowbird
Yellow-mantled Widowbird
Red-billed Firefinch
Bar-breasted Firefinch
Bronze Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah

African Citril

Batis minor

Turdoides leucopygia omoensis

Zosterops poliogastrus
Cinnyris cupreus
Chalcomitra senegalensis
Cinnyris venustus

Lanius collaris

Lanius excubitorius
Tchagra minutus

Corvus capensis

Buphagus erythrorhynchus
Lamprotornis chalybaeus

Passer swainsonii

Ploceus cucullatus

Ploceus superciliosus
Amblyospiza albifrons
Euplectes gierowii
Euplectes ardens
Euplectes macroura
Lagonosticta senegala
Lagonosticta rufopicta
Spermestes cucullata
Vidua macroura

Serinus citrinelloides

Counted
specimens
2

7

2

15

5

1

2

5

2

4

6

5 Two flocks, near
the grazing cattle

>20
Three breeding
colonies, others

=200 inthe cul'tivated
farm (maize
and Eucalyptus)
plantations

4

2

4 Maize plantation

>10

>200

4

2

50

>10

>10



3.2.5 Gojeb Wetland, Medabo
Date: 06.08.2019,6.10 am - 4.45 pm

GPS position: Latitude 7.564167 / Longitude 36.375833; 1,566 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.557222 / Longitude 36.051667; 1,549 m a.s.l.
Habitat: wetland, grazed and ungrazed areas surrounded by forest and cultivation

Table 12: List of birds found at Gojeb Wetland

BIRDS

Black-headed Heron
Hamerkop
Woolly-necked Stork
Hadada Ibis

Egyptian Goose
Yellow-billed Duck
Black-winged Kite
Hooded Vulture
White-backed Vulture
Rippell’s Vulture

Gabar Goshawk
Long-crested Eagle
Chestnut-naped Francolin
Rouget’s Rail

Black Crowned Crane
Wattled Crane
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Laughing Dove

Dusky Turtle Dove
Lemon Dove
Red-chested Cuckoo
Black Cuckoo

African Emerald Cuckoo
Blue-headed Coucal
Speckled Mousebird
Woodland Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher
African Pygmy Kingfisher
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Cardinal Woodpecker
Barn Swallow

Black Saw-wing

Ardea melanocephala
Scopus umbretta
Ciconia episcopus
Bostrychia hagedash
Alopochen aegyptiaca
Anas undulata

Elanus caeruleus
Necrosyrtes monachus
Gyps africanus

Gyps rueppellii
Micronisus gabar
Lophaetus occipitalis
Pternistis castaneicollis
Rougetius rougetii
Balearica pavonina
Bugeranus carunculatus
Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Streptopelia senegalensis
Streptopelia lugens
Aplopelia larvata
Cuculus solitarius
Cuculus clamosus gabonensis
Chrysococcyx cupreus
Centropus monachus
Colius striatus

Halcyon senegalensis
Halcyon chelicuti

Ceyx pictus

Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Lybius bidentatus
Dendropicos fuscescens
Hirundo rustica

Psalidoprocne pristoptera
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African Pied Wagtail
Abyssinian Longclaw
Grassland Pipit

Black-Cuckoo-shrike

Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike

Common Bulbul

Rippell’s Robin-Chat
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Ethiopian Cisticola
Tawny-flanked Prinia
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher
African Dusky Flycatcher
African Paradise Flycatcher
Black-headed Batis
White-rumped Babbler
Montane White-eye
Copper Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Olive Sunbird

Variable Sunbird

Collared Sunbird

Common Fiscal
Grey-backed Fiscal
Ethiopian Boubou
Northern Puffback
Abyssinian Oriole

Cape Crow

Thick-billed Raven
Red-billed Oxpecker
Greater Blue-eared Starling
Swainson’s Sparrow
Village Weaver

Spectacled Weaver
Baglafecht Weaver
Red-headed Quelea
Red-collared Widowbird
Fan-tailed Widowbird
Common Waxbill

Bronze Mannikin

African Citril

Motacilla aguimp
Macronyx flavicollis
Anthus cinnamomeus
Campephaga flava

Campephaga phoenicea

Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus

Cossypha semirufa
Bradypterus cinnamomeus
Camaroptera brachyura
Cisticola lugubris

Prinia subflava
Melaenornis chocolatinus
Muscicapa adusta
Terpsiphone viridis

Batis minor

Turdoides leucopygia omoensis

Zosterops poliogastrus
Cinnyris cupreus
Chalcomitra senegalensis
Cyanomitra olivacea
Cinnyris venustus
Hedydipna collaris
Lanius collaris

Lanius excubitorius
Laniarius aethiopicus
Dryoscopus gambensis
Oriolus monacha

Corvus capensis

Corvus crassirostris
Buphagus erythrorhynchus
Lamprotornis chalybaeus
Passer swainsonii
Ploceus cucullatus
Ploceus ocularis

Ploceus baglafecht
Quelea erythrops
Euplectes ardens
Euplectes axillaris
Estrilda astrild
Spermestes cucullata

Serinus citrinelloides

2
10
2
1
2
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3.2.6 Decha (Baha)
Date: 11/08/2019,6.40 am - 1.20 pm

GPS position: Latitude 7.168889 / Longitude 36.220556; 1,822 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.180000 / Longitude 36.208056; 1,904 m a.s.l.

Habitat: wetland, riverine forest, montane cloud forest, coffee plantation and agricultural

Table 13: List of birds found at Decha (Baha)

BIRDS

Hadada Ibis

Egyptian Goose

African Black Duck
Augur Buzzard

Common Buzzard
Crowned Eagle
Chestnut-naped Francolin
Red-chested Flufftail
Rouget’s Rail

African Rail

Black Crowned Crane
African Olive Pigeon
Red-eyed Dove
Yellow-fronted Parrot
Black-winged Lovebird
White-cheeked Turaco
Red-chested Cuckoo
Black Cuckoo

African Emerald Cuckoo
Blue-headed Coucal
Speckled Mousebird
Woodland Kingfisher
Malachite Kingfisher
African Pygmy Kingfisher
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Banded Barbet
Green-backed Honeybird
Cardinal Woodpecker
Abyssinian Woodpecker
Black Saw-wing
Mountain Wagtail
Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike
Common Bulbul

Rippell’s Robin-Chat

Bostrychia hagedash
Alopochen aegyptiaca
Anas sparsa

Buteo augur

Buteo buteo
Stephanoaetus coronatus
Pternistis castaneicollis
Sarothrura rufa
Rougetius rougetii

Rallus caerulescens
Balearica pavonina
Columba arquatrix
Streptopelia semitorquata
Poicephalus flavifrons
Agapornis taranta
Tauraco leucotis

Cuculus solitarius

Cuculus clamosus gabonensis
Chrysococcyx cupreus
Centropus monachus
Colius striatus

Halcyon senegalensis
Alcedo cristata

Ceyx pictus

Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Lybius bidentatus

Lybius undatus
Prodotiscus zambesiae
Dendropicos fuscescens
Dendropicos abyssinicus
Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Motacilla clara
Campephaga phoenicea
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus

Cossypha semirufa
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African Stonechat

Mountain Thrush

Cinnamon Bracken Warbler

Little Bush Warbler
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Brown Woodland Warbler
Stout Cisticola

Ethiopian Cisticola
Singing Cisticola
Tawny-flanked Prinia

Yellow-breasted Apalis

Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher

African Dusky Flycatcher

African Paradise Flycatcher

Black-headed Batis
African Hill Babbler
White-rumped Babbler
Montane White-eye
Tacazze Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Olive Sunbird

Variable Sunbird
Common Fiscal
Northern Puffback
Ethiopian Boubou
Abyssinian Oriole
Swainson’s Sparrow
Spectacled Weaver
Baglafecht Weaver
Fan-tailed Widowbird
Abyssinian Crimsonwing
Yellow-bellied Waxbill
Common Waxbill
Bronze Mannikin
Black-and-white Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah
African Citril
Brown-rumped Seedeater

Streaky Seedeater

Saxicola torquatus
Turdus abyssinicus
Bradypterus cinnamomeus
Bradypterus baboecala
Camaroptera brachyura
Phylloscopus umbrovirens
Cisticola robustus
Cisticola lugubris
Cisticola cantans

Prinia subflava

Apalis flavida
Melaenornis chocolatinus
Muscicapa adusta
Terpsiphone viridis

Batis minor
Pseudoalcippe abyssinica
Turdoides leucopygia omoensis
Zosterops poliogastrus
Nectarinia tacazze
Chalcomitra senegalensis
Cyanomitra olivacea
Cinnyris venustus

Lanius collaris
Dryoscopus gambensis
Laniarius aethiopicus
Oriolus monacha

Passer swainsonii
Ploceus ocularis

Ploceus baglafecht
Euplectes axillaris
Cryptospiza salvadorii
Coccopygia quartinia
Estrilda astrild
Spermestes cucullata
Lonchura bicolor

Vidua macroura

Serinus citrinelloides
Serinus tristriatus

Serinus striolatus

>10
20

10

10
20

>20



3.2.7 Arguba

Date: 12/08/2019,7 am -12.30 pm

GPS position: Latitude 7.410556 / Longitude 36.394167; 1,330 m a.s.l.
GPS position: Latitude 7.419722 / Longitude 36.545000; 1,285 m a.s.l.

Habitat: savannah grassland with Acacia trees; small riverine forest at the side of Gojeb River

Table 14: List of birds found at Arguba

BIRDS

Hamerkop

Hadada Ibis

Egyptian Goose

African Fish Eagle
White-backed Vulture
African Goshawk
Wahlberg’s Eagle
Long-crested Eagle
Common Sandpiper
African Green Pigeon
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove

Eastern Plantain-eater
Red-chested Cuckoo
Klaas’s Cuckoo

African Emerald Cuckoo
Blue-headed Coucal
Speckled Mousebird
Woodland Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Abyssinian Ground-hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Banded Barbet

Greater Honeyguide
Nubian Woodpecker
Cardinal Woodpecker
Brown-backed Woodpecker
Barn Swallow
Wire-tailed Swallow
Black Saw-wing

African Pied Wagtail
Mountain Wagtail
Grassland Pipit

Scopus umbretta
Bostrychia hagedash
Alopochen aegyptiaca
Haliaeetus vocifer

Gyps africanus
Accipiter tachiro (unduliventer)
Aquila wahlbergi
Lophaetus occipitalis
Actitis hypoleucos
Treron calvus

Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Crinifer zonurus
Cuculus solitarius
Chrysococcyx klaas
Chrysococcyx cupreus
Centropus monachus
Colius striatus

Halcyon senegalensis
Halcyon chelicuti
Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Bucorvus abyssinicus
Pogoniulus pusillus
Lybius bidentatus
Lybius undatus
Indicator indicator
Campethera nubica
Dendropicos fuscescens
Picoides obsoletus
Hirundo rustica
Hirundo smithii
Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Motacilla aguimp
Motacilla clara

Anthus cinnamomeus
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Black Cuckoo-shrike
Common Bulbul
Yellow-throated Leaflove
Rippell’s Robin-Chat
Mountain Thrush
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Green-backed Eremomela
Buff-bellied Warbler
Croaking Cisticola
Short-winged Cisticola
Red-faced Cisticola
Tawny-flanked Prinia
Yellow-breasted Apalis
Northern Black Flycatcher
Pale Flycatcher

African Dusky Flycatcher
African Paradise Flycatcher
Black-headed Batis
White-rumped Babbler
White-winged Black Tit
Abyssinian White-eye
Copper Sunbird

Variable Sunbird

Collared Sunbird
Grey-backed Fiscal

Cape Rook

Ethiopian Boubou
Swainson’s Sparrow
Village Weaver
Spectacled Weaver
Red-collared Widowbird
Black Bishop
Yellow-mantled Widowbird
Red-billed Firefinch
Bronze Mannikin

African Citril

Yellow-rumped seadeater

Campephaga flava
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus
Chlorocichla flavicollis
Cossypha semirufa
Turdus abyssinicus
Camaroptera brachyura
Eremomela canescens
Phyllolais pulchella
Cisticola natalensis
Cisticola brachypterus
Cisticola erythrops
Prinia subflava

Apalis flavida
Melaenornis edolioides
Bradornis pallidus
Muscicapa adusta
Terpsiphone viridis
Batis minor

Turdoides leucopygia omoensis
Parus leucomelas
Zosterops abyssinicus
Cinnyris cupreus
Cinnyris venustus
Hedydipna collaris
Lanius excubitorius
Corvus capensis
Laniarius aethiopicus
Passer swainsonii
Ploceus cucullatus
Ploceus ocularis
Euplectes ardens
Euplectes gierowii
Euplectes macroura
Lagonosticta senegala
Spermestes cucullata
Serinus citrinelloides

Serinus xanthopygius

1
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3.2.8 KDA Guest house and surroundings

Date: 06/08/2019 - 11/08/2019

GPS position: Latitude 7.265000 / Longitude 36.254444;

1,742 ma.s.l.

Habitat: nearby village with gardens, lawns, small crop

BIRDS

Unlike the other study areas, we compiled a complete list of

the species found during the stay at the KDA Guesthouse from

6 August to 11 August 2019. The numbers in the table below

plantations, hedges, small garbage place, edge of the woods observation time.

Table 15: List of birds found at KDA Guesthouse

represent the maximum number of counted specimens at one

Hamerkop
Woolly-necked Stork
Hadada Ibis

Wattled Ibis

Hooded Vulture

African Goshawk

Augur Buzzard

Tawny Eagle

Speckled Pigeon
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Black-winged Lovebird
Red-chested Cuckoo
Black Cuckoo

Klaas’s Cuckoo

African Emerald Cuckoo
Speckled Mousebird
African Pygmy Kingfisher
Blue-breasted Bee-eater
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Banded Barbet

Greater Honeyguide
Lesser Honeyguide
Cardinal Woodpecker
Abyssinian Woodpecker
Black Saw-wing
Common Bulbul
Rippell’s Robin-Chat
Mountain Thrush
Grey-backed Camaroptera
Singing Cisticola

Tawny-flanked Prinia

Scopus umbretta
Ciconia episcopus
Bostrychia hagedash
Bostrychia carunculata
Necrosyrtes monachus
Accipiter tachiro

Buteo augur

Aquila rapax

Columba guinea

Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Agapornis taranta
Cuculus solitarius
Cuculus clamosus gabonensis
Chrysococcyx klaas
Chrysococcyx cupreus
Colius striatus

Ceyx pictus

Merops lafresnayii
Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Pogoniulus pusillus
Lybius bidentatus

Lybius undatus
Indicator indicator
Indicator minor
Dendropicos fuscescens
Dendropicos abyssinicus

Psalidoprocne pristoptera

Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus

Cossypha semirufa
Turdus abyssinicus
Camaroptera brachyura
Cisticola cantans

Prinia subflava
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Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher Melaenornis chocolatinus 4
African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 6
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 2
Black-headed Batis Batis minor 2
Spotted Creeper Salpornis spilonotus 2
Montane White-eye Zosterops poliogastrus 30
Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze 11
Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus 8
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis 6
Olive Sunbird Cyanomitra olivacea 2
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus 20
Common Fiscal Lanius collaris 8
Ethiopian Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus 4
Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis 2
Abyssinian Oriole Oriolus monacha 2
Thick-billed Raven Corvus crassirostris 2
Slender-Billed Starling Onychognathus tenuirostris 50
Swainson’s Sparrow Passer swainsonii 12
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 10
Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht 4
Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullate 10
African Citril Serinus citrinelloides 4
Streaky Seedeater Serinus striolatus 1



4. Discussion

The Kafa BRis home to one of the country’s last natural
montane forests. The high bird diversity reflects its
landscape heterogeneity characterised by Afromon-
tane mountain clouds, bamboo forests, many wetlands
as well as grass and shrub land and rainforests with
wild coffee (Coffea arabica). As the area is part of the
Eastern Afromontane biodiversity hotspot and has
been recognized as a Key Biodiversity Area, it is one
of the few regions where many rare and specialized
species of birds can be expected to occur.

In the first assessment, 178 bird species were recorded
during the dry season (NABU, 2017). In August 2019,
we detected 179 species during the rainy season. We re-
corded 57 species not detected in the 2014 assessment.
In both surveys, a combined total of 232 different bird
species could be identified at the Kafa BR. Due to the
relatively small number of days of investigation during
the surveys, we assume that the number of bird species
actually living at the Kafa BR is much higher, and this
requires further investigation in future studies. We
also recorded a number of biome-restricted species
in the reserve.

About 26 bird species are restricted to the Afrotropical
Highland biome and two species are restricted to the
Somali-Masai biome (Table 17). Biome-restricted species
are very vulnerable to damage and degradation of their
biome and need special attention for conservation.
This also applies to endemic species, which are already
potentially endangered by their very small distribu-
tion area. We found three species that are endemic to
Ethiopia (Abyssinian Longclaw, Abyssinian Catbird,
Yellow-fronted Parrot), 10 species that are endemic
to Ethiopia and Eritrea, and six species that are near
endemic (Table 18).

We recorded 10 bird species listed in the IUCN Red List
of Threatened Species. Crowned Eagle, Rouget’s Rail
and Abyssinian Longclaw are listed as Near Threat-
ened. Tawny Eagle, Black Crowned Crane and Wattled
Crane are Vulnerable, and the Lapped-faced Vulture is
Endangered. Three vulture species are listed as Crit-
ically Endangered, the Hooded Vulture, the White-
backed Vulture and the Riippell’s Vulture.

There were some hints from locals that there is a vul-
ture breeding place somewhere on the way from Bam-
boo Forest to Adiyo. With the help of local guides we
found the place — a big gorge. Although August is not
the main breeding season, we found one breeding Riip-
pell’s Vulture there and another 32 individuals that
were resting on the rocks and on a dry tree. In addition
to the Riippell’s Vultures we observed 16 individuals of
White-backed Vultures at this place. This site should
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definitely be visited during the main breeding season
(presumably December - February) in order to obtain
more information on the number of breeding pairs.

The wetlands are the main core sites for the Wattled
Ibis, Rouget’s Rail, African Rail, Black Crowned Crane
and Wattled Crane. On the other hand, these wetlands
are the Kafa BR sites most threatened by overgrazing.
However, there are neither data indicating how many
pairs are breeding nor how successful the breeding
is, let alone data about particular threats. Thus, the
cranes require our special attention because they are
an endangered species and are particularly sensitive to
disturbances at the breeding site. We found only one
pair of Wattled Crane, at Gojeb Wetland. The Black
Crowned Crane is more widespread and has been found
in three (Alemgono, Shoriri, Gojeb Wetland) out of six
wetlands studied. Although August is not the main
breeding season, we were able to observe a breeding
pair in Alemgono. At Gojeb Wetland a roosting group
of 58 specimens was observed.

Of the species bound to wetlands, only the endemic
Rouget’s Rail was present at all the six sites studied.
The Red-chested Flufftail, very noticeable by its calling
activities, was found in the swampy areas of Alemgono,
Shoriri and Decha. The endemic Abyssinian Longclaw,
which prefers pasture land with areas of short grass,
appeared at Alemgono, Yartachi and Gojeb Wetland.

Among the more forest-bound species the White-
cheeked Turaco and the Silvery-cheeked Hornbill were
found in small groups in fruiting trees in most of the
studied areas. The Sharpe’s Starling occurred in groups
of about 10-15 specimens in the tree tops of the forest
sites of Kejaraba, the path to the hot springs and Saja.
The Yellow-fronted Parrot was found in groups of 4-12
specimens near the hot springs, in Saja and in Decha.
The bird is a forest dweller (Boussekey, 2004) and a
common visitor to agricultural areas around human
settlements. We found it foraging in gallery forests
around Boginda Forest and along riverbanks in Decha.
We also detected one individual of the Crowned Eagle
in Chefahanna and another one in Decha.

The savannah area near Arguba showed a completely
different type of habitat. Compared to the other sites
examined, it is drier and lower at an elevation of about
1,300 m a.s.l. only. Here we found some bird species,
like the White-winged Black Tit, the Brown-backed
Woodpecker and the Abyssinian White-eye, that we
detected not at all or only rarely in the other areas.
It would be very important to maintain this area in
its current state and to restrict agricultural intensi-
fication.
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5. Conclusions and recommendations for
conservation and monitoring

5.1 Recommendations for conservation
and monitoring

The fast-expanding population and inappropriate land
use practices are threatening the exceptional Afrom-
ontane coffee forest ecosystem, thus leading to the
loss of its flora and fauna resources. This problem calls
for effective and adaptive land management systems
and strategies that address the need of immediate and
long-term integrated development, incorporating the
interests and requirements of the local communities.

Bird species associated with certain biomes are used
as indicators of the biomes of which they are a part.
It is highly unlikely that these species can survive
outside these biomes. Degradation or alteration of such
biomes is of high concern for the conservation of fau-
nal species. Accordingly, there is a need to address
anthropogenic pressures, especially those arising from
agricultural intensification.

It is important to check and continue to monitor the
status and trends of the avian population and at the
same time to look for corrective actions against the
negative trends that are currently occurring and af-
fecting the overall ecological system and its functions.

The consequences of unscientifically planned and
unsustainable use of natural resources are the envi-
ronmental problems that lead to poverty and loss of
the valuable genetic resources. These processes must
therefore be stopped and an effective management
system, with detailed study of traditional knowledge
for sustainable development and stable ecosystem pros-
pects, must be put in place (Berhan, 2008).

Zoning of the prime areas for their biodiversity val-
ues with graded limitations of human use and with
agreed management objectives would be an option to
avoid the threats to wildlife habitat. Encroachment
of the wetlands and forest areas could be reversed by
marking the boundaries. Movement of people and live-
stock should be restricted in such areas. Reinforcement
should be applied through sufficient deployment of
well-trained rangers and community scouts.

Enforcing conservation laws with improved patrolling
could also help to halt the decline and to safeguard the
dangerously small populations of many, particularly
endemic, species and those that are of special conser-
vation interest and concern. It is highly recommended
to have a long-term plan for all the wetlands at the
Kafa BR and to initiate an overall management and

auditing programme which includes the wetlands.
This would avoid over- and misuse, and also mitigate
the conflicts over the use of water and land resources
that are occurring in the area.

The Kafa BR is strategically placed with room for im-
provement. It is positioned between the northern and
the southern road of the tourist circuit. Appropriate
market infrastructures and tourism facilities should
be developed, as these enterprises have a big poten-
tial for bringing in high income through tourism in-
vestment and promotion. This, in turn, could boost
both the ecotourism development potential and the
cultural assets of the Kafa BR. Brooks and Thompson
(1999) comment that ‘non-consumptive’ use of bird
resources can be applied successfully, regardless of
the irreplaceability of the biodiversity present. This
can be achieved through international nature tour-
ism, which can bring large economic benefits in some
circumstances (Sweeting, 1999). A classic example of
avi-tourism can be seen at Kenya’s Arabuko-Sokoke,
Karura and Gatamaiyu Forests.

We recommend regular bird walks within the Kafa BR.
These could be led by the already trained NABU staff
with assistance of the local university. This will help
create conservation awareness of critical habitats. Lo-
cals will have interest and they are likely to appreci-
ate their rich biodiversity. A good example is Kenya’s
famous Wednesday Bird Walks; these activities have
been going on for over 40 years. This has led to the
training of many tour guides and citizen scientists who
continue to play a critical role in biodiversity conser-
vation in Kenya and beyond.

There is strong evidence that support of local conser-
vation non-governmental organisations, for example
through BirdLife International’s Africa partnership,
accelerates motivation, transparency and, critically,
effective implementation (Hagen et al., 2000). One
particularly stimulating activity of those groups is
the development of “‘Site Support Groups” consisting
of interested locals for Important Bird Areas (IBAs).

The Kafa BR has great potential to be developed into
an eco-tourism area. This would be supported by ef-
fective training of the bird guides and rangers who
could direct the visitors. The following key actions to
be undertaken in order to implement avitourism are
adapted from Asefa (2015):



e Clearly identify avitourism products and services
available along potential IBAs. Lack of awareness
about Ethiopia’s birding product is the primary rea-
son why birders and channel partners do not visit
interesting places like Kafa in Ethiopia. Ethiopia’s
wealth of endemic and rare bird species is an un-
tapped resource that relevant organizations should
highlight to encourage birders to visit and that
should be promoted actively.

e Establish birding routes and designate birding sites
among the specific birding resources requested by
birders at visitor destination areas. The most highly
relevant resource appears to be a clearly defined bird-
ing route (BirdLife South Africa, 2008; Kruger to Can-
yons Birding Route, undated). For example, in South
Africa there are seven established birding routes in
different regions of the country, which are initiated
and developed by the Avitourism Division of BirdLife
South Africa (BirdLife South Africa, 2008; Biggs et
al., 2011; Nicolaides, 2013). The country’s ‘Birding
Route’ concept is successful in realizing the role birds
play in providing ecosystem services and economic
values, which means the need to conserve birds and
their habitat, and the role local communities play in
conserving birds and their habitats (BirdLife South
Africa, 2008; Biggs et al., 2011). The ‘Birding Route’
model developed by BirdLife South Africa is currently
being implemented in several countries worldwide,
such as Namibia, Australia and Malaysia (BirdLife
South Africa, 2008). Although differences may exist
in socio-economic, political and environmental is-
sues, such a model can and could also be replicated
in Ethiopia.

Selection of areas that qualify for meeting the basic conditions
for birders is the first step in establishing birding routes. Se-
lection of routes depends on four main factors which
are interlinked (Asefa, 2008; Asefa et al., 2013). These
are: (1) The route should encompass some of the are-
as identified as the country’s Important Bird Areas
(IBAs) and cover as many different biomes with vari-
ous habitats as possible, so that the number of species
potentially observed is maximised, paying particular
attention to endemics, biome or range restricted, rare/
elusive and threatened bird species. Meanwhile, iden-
tifying and designating birding sites along the birding
routes, where birdwatchers can undertake their bird-
ing activities, is equally as important as establishing
the routes (Asefa et al., 2013). For the most part, it is
generally agreed upon that birders prefer visiting areas
with high bird species diversity and with little-known
and endemic species; (2) Accessibility to birding sites
influences the interests of birders to plan their trip to
the destination site, as birdwatchers typically wish to
cover wide areas within their single trip (OTF GROUP,
2008). Thus, birding sites should be selected along or
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near the routes and be easily accessible by vehicle and/
or on foot; (3) Most bird watchers are people with a rea-
sonable income and so they often require appropriate,
if not luxury, accommodation facilities (Sekercioglu,
2002). Suitable accommodation along the routes (e.g. in
towns along the route and community/private lodges
at birding sites) is crucial for attracting this customer
base; and (4) Finally, as is true for any kind of tourism,
the safety and security at destination sites is para-
mount for site selection. As such, changing Ethiopia’s
overall presumed negative images from the past and
the present and publicising its security advantages will
be critical in helping to develop avitourism initiatives.

Developing birding resources. In developing the most basic
of birding resources it is esssential to recognise that
almost all birders look for specific resources availa-
ble at the destination areas when deciding on their
booking preferences (Conradie, 2010). The most highly
relevant birding resources are clearly defined birding
routes, species checklists, maps (showing the routes
and birding sites as well as accommodation, facilities
and infrastructures), sign boards (BirdLife South Afri-
ca, 2008). The Kafa BR must focus on developing the
most basic of these birding resources first.

Promotion and marketing depend on booking methods. Bird-
ers can be categorised into two broad types: direct bird-
ers, who plan their trips themselves, and channel bird-
ers, who plan their trips with the assistance of channel
tour operator partners (international or regional tour
operators working in partnership with local/national
tour operators in the destination country) (OTF Group,
2008). While websites and word-of-mouth from friends
or colleagues are the two most important sources of
information used by direct birders to plan their trip, for
channel birders, tour operators (first), websites (second)
and birding trade fairs (third) are the major sources of
information (OTF Group, 2008; Conradie, 2010). It is,
therefore, important to undertake a detailed customer
analysis and identify which market the country wish-
es to exploit in order to develop a detailed marketing
strategy to target those customers. Thus, primarily
focusing on providing website information, targeting
bird fairs and serving channel tour operators are key
in promoting Kafa as an avitourism destination.

Launch community bird guide development programmes.
The important role that local communities can play in
the conservation of birds of the Kafa region and birds’
habitats should be recognized. This has shown to work
best when the economic benefits from conservation
are maximised for the communities. Avitourism, using
community bird guides has the potential to generate
significant income for the local communities. Commu-
nity bird guides provide a source of security and can
facilitate logistics on site; however, it is their valuable
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information on where elusive and special bird species
may be found that will be the main draw for birding
enthusiasts (Asefa, 2008).

Training would be a key component of conserving the bio-
sphere reserve. Through NABU partnership and local
universities, notably Bonga University, it is possible
to train and supervise forest guards to watch over
the endemic birds and the general biodiversity of the
Kafa BR. A two-week training of trainers for the field
rangers and scouts is strongly recommended. This will
compliment the short training offered to the rangers
during the biodiversity assessment.

Initiate community development and conservation pro-
grammes at birding sites. The rationale of linking con-
servation and development is to encourage support for
conservation among local communities by involving
them in management and decision-making, and by pro-
viding benefits to offset the costs of protection (Biggs et
al., 2011). From a benefit point of view, apart from com-
munity guides, local communities living at or around
the birding sites/IBAs can be involved in different types
of development activities, which are directly linked to
avitourism. Offering birders services like a community
eco-lodge, local artefact shops, coffee ceremony and
traditional dancing is part of the income-generating
community development activities that are potentially
applicable in most of Ethiopia’s IBAs (Asefa, 2008).

Design and establish systems for monitoring and evaluating
theimpacts of avitourism activities. While avitourism can
clearly bring enormous economic benefits to individ-
uals, communities and nations, as well as the conser-
vation and management of natural resources, there
are drawbacks associated with an influx of relatively
wealthy visitors to an area. For example, avitourism
overuse can degrade roads and tourist sites, produce
waste and litter and cause bird disturbances.

The management of key montane forests in the Kafa region
requires innovative approaches that would serve both devel-
opment and conservation purposes. This entails zoning
of critical habitats into Core, Buffer and Intensive Use
Zones based on different management categories and
uses. This is in line with the concept and the principles
of UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Programme (Berhan,
2008). Where there are no core areas, such should be
introduced. This could be done during critical times,
for wetlands it could be during the breeding season
of some wetland birds, e.g. the Rouget’s Rail. The
core areas could be one or more areas where critical
environments like the prime forest areas are to be
protected, the buffer area could consist of corridors
between core areas where the use of resources like
wildlife reserves can be controlled and resources can
be used sustainably.

We recommend Alemgono and Medabo Wetlands,
which are currently found in the buffer zone of the
Kafa BR, to be upgraded to the core zone. This was also
suggested by Chawaka et al. (2018). These wetlands are
heavily disturbed by agricultural intensification and
overgrazing. The plan would be to start with these two
and continue with others later.

Local communities rely on wetlands for their daily
livelihoods in some parts of the Kafa region. In this
regard, principles of wise use prevail. This will guar-
antee successful breeding of endemic and other species
of global concern.

The Kafa BR could also benefit from additional research.
Rodrigues et al. (2018) assert that research should
focus on (a) the use of functional diversity and trait
approaches to assess bird diversity and the responses
to coffee management, (b) the assessment of ecosystem
functions and services provided by birds and how these
change with coffee management and landscape config-
uration, (c) understanding the relationships between
bird diversity and the production and sustainability
of coffee forests.

There is an increase in development of user-friendly mobile
applications. Examples include BirdLasser for monitor-
ing birds and other wildlife. Using these kinds of ap-
plications requires additional training for potential
users, but involving the public is essential in order to
generate the mass of data needed for a well-founded
scientific analysis.

Presentation of the research findings at international confer-
ences would also arouse interest from a wide scientific com-
munity. An example is the Pan-African Ornithological
Congress, which takes place in an African country
every four years and is solely dedicated to research and
conservation in Africa. This would serve as a vehicle
for the exchange of information on bird conservation
between African scientists and those from abroad.



5.2 Suggestions for future studies

The Kafa BR holds a variety of bird species assemblages
varying from rare, endemic, resident and migratory
species occurring in various habitats. However, rapidly
expanding populations, both rural and urban, agricul-
tural expansion into primary forest and overgrazing
of wetlands might be the main threat factors for both
terrestrial and water bird species at the Kafa BR. These
pressures pose serious threats to the sustainability of
biodiversity in general and for birds in particular, and
counter measures need to be implemented. Effective
conservation efforts and detailed study of rare and
threatened indicator bird species can provide stepping
stones on the way to a stable ecosystem. Conservation
and monitoring of these species not only justify the
linkages between the biological and socio-economic
values at the local level, but they are of strategic im-
portance at national and global levels as well.

For many bird species at the Kafa BR, very little is
known about their population size, the distribution
of their breeding sites and their breeding success.
Furthermore, little is known about the threats these
birds are facing, which can be very different for forest
species or species of open land. However, this know-
ledge is crucial in order to contribute to good breeding
success and a high survival rate and thereby ensure
the survival of a species in the region.

Therefore, further investigations on the population
status, monitoring and key threats should be carried
out at least for some of the threatened, the indicator
and the umbrella species of the biosphere reserve,
such as the Abyssinian Longclaw, Wattled Ibis, Wat-
tled Crane, Black Crowned Crane, Rouget’s Rail, Lap-
pet-faced Vulture and White-headed Vulture (see the
status in Table 16 of the Annex).

We recommend well-resourced, community-based
advocacy and awareness-raising actions within the
Kafa region, especially for all endemic and IUCN-listed
bird species.

The rails and cranes

Rouget’s Rail

Rouget’s Rail (Rougetius rougetii, Guérin-Méneville 1843)
in the Rallidae family is an endemic bird to Ethiopia
and Eritrea between 1,500 and 4,100 m a.s.l. elevation.
The species is listed as Near Threatened in the IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species because it is thought
to be declining rapidly owing to the modification of
its habitats. The bird appears to have maintained its
distribution, but to have suffered a reduction in num-
bers. Therefore, an investigation of the current distri-
bution, population status and breeding success of the
species in its natural habitat at the Kafa BR is crucial.
Moreover, extensive surveys should be conducted in
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all potentially suitable habitats in the region, particu-
larly wetlands, high-altitude marsh lands, grasslands,
rivers, freshwater marshes, pasture lands and rural
gardens, using standard survey methodology.

Black Crowned Crane and Wattled Crane
Similarly, cranes are among the world’s most threat-
ened groups of birds. Several of the families have come
close to the precipice of extinction, and many may
now be globally threatened. Diverse threats, including
habitat loss and degradation, pollution, exploitation,
poisoning and disturbance, beset the cranes. The situ-
ation in different crane habitats is highly dynamic, so
that even small local changes in certain populations
can significantly affect the status of a species as a
whole. Thus, an understanding of the biology, ecology,
and status of Black Crowned Crane and Wattled Crane
at the Kafa BR is fundamental to the success of efforts
to conserve these species and the ecosystems within
which they exist.

Finally, threat and conservation issues of both rails and
cranes should also be assessed for designing possible
conservation action plans for the region and later for
the rest of the country.
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The vultures

Particular attention should be paid to vultures, which
are in sharp decline in the vast majority of their breed-
ing areas. Vultures are highly susceptible to incidences
of poisoning. We recommend investigation of the use
of various livestock drugs in the area. This may be
important in augmenting the effects of changes in the
regulation of veterinary drugs toxic to vultures. NABU
should lead in the prevention of poisoning through
national bans on harmful carbamate pesticides and
diclofenac, coupled with education and awareness
raising to reduce demand and use of such chemicals.
This can be done through consultation workshops,
organised at the Kafa BR with relevant stakeholders.
A continued Kafa BR vulture programme, coordinated
by NABU in multiple sites, is required to support the
persistence of Kafa’s vulture population as a strong-
hold of Ethiopian vultures.

Development of single-species action plans for the
critically endangered vultures would be a priority to
guide conservation. The said species would also serve

as umbrella species, helping the conservation of other
species in that region. We recommend further study in
order to understand the attitude of people towards vul-
tures, especially factors influencing behaviours that
support their conservation. This is vital if the decline
in vultures is to be slowed down and reversed. Local
veterinary officers should be educated on the risks to
vultures in the form of various drugs like diclofenac
and Furadan. Proper carcass disposal methods should
be encouraged to reduce the number of contaminat-
ed carcasses available to vultures. Religious leaders
should incorporate stewardship of the environment
and use their platforms to educate the public on the
immense contributions that vultures make in ensur-
ing human well-being. Vultures stand a greater chance
of being protected when they are appreciated and their
importance in providing key ecosystem functions is
understood.

Thanks to the whole bird team!

Figure 1: The bird team of NABU’s follow-up biodiversity assessment (from left to right: special guest Steffi Brandes (NABU
Headquarters); Dominic Kimani (National Museums of Kenya); Mintesinot Shetachew (Forest Department Official); Dr. Yodit Ayele
(Bonga University); Bernhard Walter (NABU Africa Working Group); Kiros Welegerima Gerlass (Mekelle University); Woldemariam
Tesfahunegn (EBI); Mohamed Abamscha (NABU Ranger); Nassir Oshman (NABU Ranger); Wondwosen Bekele (NABU Office Bahir
Dar) is missing in this photo (photo: NABU/Marie Schoroth)
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7. Annex

7.1 Tables

Table 16: List of birds recorded during NABU’s first and follow-up

biodiversity assessments at the Kafa BR (Beisenherz et al.)

Little Grebe
Long-tailed Cormorant
African Darter

Cattle Egret

Striated Heron
Black-headed Heron
Hamerkop

White Stork

Abdim’s Stork
Woolly-necked Stork
Hadada Ibis

Wattled Ibis

Egyptian Goose
Yellow-billed Duck
African Black Duck
Yellow-billed Kite
Black-winged Kite
African Fish Eagle
Hooded Vulture
Lappet-faced Vulture
White-headed Vulture
White-backed Vulture
Rippell’s Vulture
Western banded Snake Eagle
Bateleur

Western Marsh Harrier
Montagu’s Harrier
Gabar Goshawk

African Goshawk

Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk

Great Sparrowhawk
Augur Buzzard
Common Buzzard
Greater Spotted Eagle
Tawny Eagle

Steppe Eagle

Tachybaptus ruficollis
Phalacrocorax africanus
Anhinga rufa

Bubulcus ibis
Butorides striata
Ardea melanocephala
Scopus umbrette
Ciconia Ciconia
Ciconia abdimii
Ciconia episcopus
Bostrychia hagedash
Bostrychia carunculate
Alopochen aegyptiaca
Anas undulata

Anas sparsa

Milvus aegyptius
Elanus caeruleus
Haliaeetus vocifer
Necrosyrtes monachus
Torgos tracheliotus
Trigonoceps occipitalis
Gyps africanus

Gyps rueppellii
Circaetus cinerascens
Terathopius ecaudatus
Circus aeruginosus
Circus pygargus
Micronisus gabar
Accipiter tachiro
Accipiter rufiventris
Accipiter melanoleucus
Buteo augur

Buteo buteo

Aquila clanga

Aquila rapax

Aquila nipalensis

. op: IUCN
Common name Scientific name
Status

CR
EN
CR
CR
CR

NT

VU
e
EN

EHEIED
Ethiopia

RB X

RB X

RB X
RB X
RB

RB X
RB X
NB

MB/NB

rb

< X X X

RB

< X X X

RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB

X
X
X
RB X
X
X
X

< X

RB,EN
rb, VU
rb, VU
RB, NT
RB, NT X
RB,
RB, NT
NB

NB

RB X
RB X
RB

RB X
RB X
NB X
NB, VU

RB X
NB

pas < X X X
> X X X X X X X X xX X

pas

< X X X X

Abbrevations: RB — Resident breeder, rb — Mainly resident but partially migratory of or erratic or marginal occurance, MB — Breeding visitor (intra-African
migrant), mb - Breeding visitor(sparse occurance), NB—Non- breeding visitors (Palearctic or intra-African migrant), nb — Non-breeding visitor (sparse occurance)



L IUCN
Common hame Scientific name
Status

Wahlberg’s Eagle
Ayres’s Hawk Eagle
Long-crested Eagle
African Harrier Hawk
Crowned Eagle
African Hobby
Common Kestrel
Helmeted Guineafowl
Common Quail
Chestnut-naped Francolin
Scaly Francolin
Red-chested Flufftail
Rouget’s Rail

Black Crake

African Rail

Black Crowned Crane
Wattled Crane

African Finfoot

African Wattled Lapwing
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Common Snipe
African Green Pigeon
Bruce’s Green Pigeon
Speckled Pigeon
African Olive Pigeon
Blue-spotted Wood Dove
Tambourine Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Laughing Dove

Dusky Turtle Dove
Lemon Dove
Yellow-fronted Parrot
Black-winged Lovebird
White-cheeked Turaco
Eastern Plantain-eater
Levaillant’s Cuckoo
Red-chested Cuckoo
Black Cuckoo

Aquila wahlbergi
Hieraaetus ayresii
Lophaetus occipitalis
Polyboroides typus
Stephanoaetus coronatus
Falco cuvierii

Falco tinnunculus
Numida Meleagris
Coturnix coturnix
Francolinus castaneicollis
Francolinus squamatus
Sarothrura rufa
Rougetius rougetii
Amaurornis flavirostra
Rallus caerulescens
Balearica pavonina
Bugeranus carunculatus
Podica senegalensis
Vanellus senegallus
Tringa ochropus

Tringa glareola

Actitis hypoleucos
Gallinago gallinago
Treron calvus

Treron waalia

Columba guinea
Columba arquatrix
Turtur afer

Turtur tympanistria
Streptopelia semitorquata
Streptopelia senegalensis
Streptopelia lugens
Aplopelia larvata
Poicephalus flavifrons
Agapornis taranta
Tauraco leucotis

Crinifer zonurus
Clamator levaillantii
Cuculus solitarius

Cuculus clamosus

NT

NT

Y
VU

BIRDS

Status in m
Ethiopia

NB/mb X

RB

RB

RB

RB

RB
RB/NB
RB X

x X X X X

MB/NB
RB X
RB

<X X X X X X X

mb X
RB,NT X
RB

rb X
RB, VU X
RB, VU X
RB

RB

NB X
NB

NB X
NB

RB X
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X Xx

RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
rb

rb

RB
MB

X X X X X X X X X X X X X x Xx
< X

Abbrevations: RB — Resident breeder, rb — Mainly resident but partially migratory of or erratic or marginal occurance, MB — Breeding visitor (intra-African
migrant), mb —Breeding visitor(sparse occurance), NB—Non- breeding visitors (Palearctic or intra-African migrant), nb— Non-breeding visitor (sparse occurance)
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L IUCN
Common name Scientific name
Status

Klaas’s Cuckoo

African Emerald Cuckoo
Blue-headed Coucal
African Wood Owl
Montane Nightjar

Little Swift
White-rumped Swift
African Palm Swift
Speckled Mousebird
Narina Trogon

Pied Kingfisher

Giant Kingfisher
Woodland Kingfisher
Half-collared Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher
Malachite Kingfisher
African Pygmy Kingfisher
Little Bee-eater
Blue-breasted Bee-eater
White-throated Bee-eater
European Bee-eater
Northern Carmine Bee-eater
Broad-billed Roller
African Grey Hornbill
Crowned Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Abyssinian Ground-hornbill
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Double-toothed Barbet
Banded Barbet

Greater Honeyguide
Lesser Honeyguide
Green-backed Honeyguide
Red-throated Wryneck
Eurasian Wryneck

Nubian Woodpecker
Cardinal Woodpecker
Abyssinian Woodpecker

Brown-backed Woodpecker

Chrysococcyx klaas
Chrysococcyx cupreus
Centropus monachus
Strix woodfordii
Caprimulgus poliocephalus
Apus affinis

Apus caffer

Cypsiurus parvus

Colius striatus
Apaloderma narina
Ceryle rudis
Megaceryle maxima
Halcyon senegalensis
Alcedo semitorquata
Halcyon chelicuti
Alcedo cristata

Ceyx pictus

Merops pusillus

Merops lafresnayii
Merops albicollis
Merops apiaster
Merops nubicus
Coracias glaucurus
Tockus nasutus

Tockus alboterminatus
Bycanistes brevis
Bucorvus abyssinicus
Pogoniulus chrysoconus
Pogoniulus pusillus
Lybius bidentatus
Lybius undatus
Indicator indicator
Indicator minor
Prodotiscus zambesiae
Jynx ruficollis

Jynx torquilla
Campethera nubica
Dendropicos fuscescens
Dendropicos abyssinicus

Picoides obsoletus

Status in m m
Ethiopia

RB X

RB X
RB X
RB X
RB
RB
MB
RB

<X X X X X X

RB
RB
RB X
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
MB/NB
NB
RB
MB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB

< X X X X X X <X xX X X
pas

X X X X X X X X X X X xX X

pas

RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
RB
NB X
RB
RB
RB
RB

X X X X X X X X X X X X Xx
< X X X

< X X X
pas

Abbrevations: RB — Resident breeder, rb — Mainly resident but partially migratory of or erratic or marginal occurance, MB — Breeding visitor (intra-African
migrant), mb —Breeding visitor(sparse occurance), NB—Non- breeding visitors (Palearctic or intra-African migrant), nb — Non-breeding visitor (sparse occurance)



L IUCN
Common hame Scientific name
Status

Eastern Grey Woodpecker
Common Sand Martin
Brown-throated Martin
Banded Martin
Red-rumped Swallow
Mosque Swallow
Lesser Striped Swallow
Barn Swallow
Wire-tailed Swallow
Black Saw-wing

Yellow Wagtail

African Pied Wagtail
Mountain Wagtail

Grey Wagtail
Abyssinian Longclaw
Grassland Pipit
Red-throated Pipit
Black Cuckoo-shrike

Red-shouldered Cuckoo-shrike

Grey Cuckoo-shrike
Common Bulbul
Yellow-throated Leaflove
Rippell’s Robin-Chat
Red-capped Robin-Chat
Snowy-headed Robin-Chat
African Stonechat
Whinchat

Pied Wheatear

Abyssinian Ground Thrush
Mountain Thrush

African Thrush

Cinnamon Bracken Warbler
Little Bush Warbler
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler
Willow Warbler

Common Chiffchaff

Brown Woodland Warbler
Blackcap

Lesser Whitethroat

Grey-backed Camaroptera

Dendropicos spodocephalus
Riparia riparia

Riparia paludicola
Riparia cincta

Cecropis daurica

Cecropis senegalensis
Cecropis abyssinica
Hirundo rustica

Hirundo smithii
Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Motacilla flava

Motacilla aguimp
Motacilla clara

Motacilla cinereal

Macronyx flavicollis

Anthus cinnamomeus

Anthus cervinus

Campephaga flava
Campephaga phoenicea
Coracina caesia
Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus
Chlorocichla flavicollis
Cossypha semirufa
Cossypha natalensis
Cossypha niveicapilla
Saxicola torquatus
Saxicola rubetra
Oenanthe pleschanka
Zoothera piaggiae

Turdus olivaceus

Turdus pelios
Bradypterus cinnamomaeus
Bradypterus baboecola
Chloropeta natalensis
Phylloscopus trochilus
Phylloscopus collybita
Phylloscopus umbrovirens
Sylvia atricapilla

Sylvia curruca

Camaroptera brachyura

NT

BIRDS

Status in m
Ethlopla

NB X

RB X

rb X

RB
RB
RB
NB
RB
RB
NB
RB
RB X
NB
RB/NT X
RB X
NB
rb X

RB X

RB X
RB X
RB X
RB X
NB

RB

RB X
NB

NB

RB

< X X X X X

>
X X X X X X X X X X X

>

RB X
RB
RB X
RB X
RB
NB
NB
RB X
NB
NB
RB X

X X X X X X X X X X

<X X X X X X X

Abbrevations: RB — Resident breeder, rb — Mainly resident but partially migratory of or erratic or marginal occurance, MB — Breeding visitor (intra-African
migrant), mb —Breeding visitor(sparse occurance), NB—Non- breeding visitors (Palearctic or intra-African migrant), nb— Non-breeding visitor (sparse occurance)
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L IUCN Statusin
Common name Scientific name ..
Status Ethiopia
X

Green-backed Eremomela Eremomela canescens RB

Buff-bellied Warbler Phyllolais pulchella RB X

Stout Cisticola Cisticola robustus RB X X
Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis RB X
Short-winged Cisticola Cisticola brachypterus RB X
Ethiopian Cisticola Cisticola lugubris RB X X
Singing Cisticola Cisticola cantans RB X X
Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops RB X
Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava RB X X
Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida RB X
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher Melaenornis chocolatinus RB X X
Northern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides RB X X
Pale Flycatcher Bradornis pallidus RB X

African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta RB X X
African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis RB X X
Grey-headed Batis Batis orientalis RB X
Black-headed Batis Batis minor RB X X
Brown-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea RB X X
White-rumped Babbler Turdoides leucopygia omoensis RB X X
White-winged Black Tit Parus leucomelas RB X
Abyssinian Catbird Parophasma galinieri RB X X
Spotted Creeper Salpornis spilonotus RB X
Montane White-eye Zosterops poliogastrus RB X X
Abyssinian White-eye Zosterops abyssinicus RB X X
Tacazze Sunbird Nectarinia tacazze RB X X
Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus RB X X
Scarlet-chested Sunbird Chalcomitra senegalensis RB X X
Olive Sunbird Cinnyris olivacea RB X X
Variable Sunbird Cinnyris venustus fazoglensis RB X X
Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris RB X
Common Fiscal Lanius collaris RB X X
Grey-backed Fiscal Lanius excubitorius RB X
Northern Puffback Dryoscopus gambensis RB X X
Ethiopian Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus RB X X
Marsh Tchagra Tchagra minutus RB X
Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus RB X
Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus RB X
Abyssinian Oriole Oriolus monacha RB X X
Cape Crow Corvus capensis RB X X
Thick-billed Raven Corvus crassirostris RB X X

Abbrevations: RB — Resident breeder, rb — Mainly resident but partially migratory of or erratic or marginal occurance, MB — Breeding visitor (intra-African
migrant), mb —Breeding visitor(sparse occurance), NB—Non- breeding visitors (Palearctic or intra-African migrant), nb — Non-breeding visitor (sparse occurance)
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L IUCN Statusin
Common hame Scientific name .. 2014
Status Ethiopia

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus RB X X
Stuhlmann’s Starling Poeoptera stuhlmanni RB X X
Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio RB X X
Slender-billed Starling Onychognathus tenuirostris RB X X
Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus RB X X
Splendid Starling Lamprotornis splendidus RB X

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster RB X
Sharpe’s Starling Pholia sharpii RB X X
Swainson’s Sparrow Passer swainsonii RB X X
Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus RB X X
Vitelline Masked Weaver Ploceus vitellinus RB X

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis RB X X
Compact Weaver Ploceus superciliosus RB X

Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafecht RB X X
Grosbeak Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons RB X

Red-headed Quelea Quelea erythrops RB X

Black Bishop Euplectes gierowii RB X

Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens RB X X
Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris RB X X
Yellow-mantled Widowbird Euplectes macroura RB X

Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus RB X
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala RB X X
Bar-breasted Firefinch Lagonosticta rufopicta RB X

Yellow-bellied Waxbill Coccopygia quartinia RB X X
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild RB X X
Crimson-rumped Waxbill Estrilda rhodopyga RB X
Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata RB X X
Black-and-White Mannikin Lonchura bicolor RB X X
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura RB X X
Village Indigobird Vidua chalybeata RB X X
African Citril Serinus citrinelloides RB X X
Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus RB X X
Yellow-rumped Seedeater Serinus xanthopygius RB X

White-rumped Seedeater Serinus leucopygius A oS
Streaky Seedeater Serinus striolatus RB X

Brown-rumped Seedeater Seinus tristriatus RB X X

Abbrevations: RB — Resident breeder, rb — Mainly resident but partially migratory of or erratic or marginal occurance, MB — Breeding visitor (intra-African
migrant), mb — Breeding visitor(sparse occurance), NB—Non- breeding visitors (Palearctic or intra-African migrant), nb—Non-breeding visitor (sparse occurance)
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Table 17: List of biome-restricted species

Afrotropical Highland Biome

124

Chestnut-naped Francolin
Rouget’s Rail

Dusky Turtle Dove
Yellow-fronted Parrot
Black-winged Lovebird
White-cheeked Turaco
Banded Barbet
Abyssinian Longclaw
Rippell’s Robin-Chat
Abyssinian Ground Thrush
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler
Brown Woodland Warbler
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher
Abyssinian Catbird
Montane White-eye
Tacazze Sunbird
Abyssinian Oriole
Thick-billed Raven
Stuhlmann’s Starling
Slender-billed Starling
Sharpe’s Starling
Swainson’s Sparrow
Baglafecht Weaver
White-rumped Seedeater
Brown-rumped Seedeater

Streaky Seedeater

Somali-Masai Biome

Francolinus castaneicollis
Rougetius rougetii
Streptopelia lugens
Poicephalus flavifrons
Agapornis taranta
Tauraco leucotis

Lybius undatus

Macronyx flavicollis
Cossypha semirufa
Zoothera piaggiae
Bradypterus cinnamomeus
Phylloscopus umbrovirens
Melaenornis chocolatinus
Parophasma galinieri
Zosterops poliogastrus
Nectarinia tacazze
Oriolus monacha

Corvus crassirostris
Poeoptera stuhlmanni
Onychognathus tenuirostris
Pholia sharpii

Passer swainsonii

Ploceus baglafecht
Serinus leucopygius
Serinus tristriatus

Serinus striolatus

White-rumped Babbler
Abyssinian White-eye

Turdoides leucopygia omoensis

Zosterops abyssinicus



Table 18: List of endemic and near endemic birds

Common name

Wattled Ibis
Chestnut-naped Francolin
Rouget’s Rail
Yellow-fronted Parrot
Black-winged Lovebird
White-cheeked Turaco
Banded Barbet
Abyssinian Woodpecker
Abyssinian Longclaw
Ethiopian Cisticola
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher
White-rumped Babbler
Abyssinian Catbird
Ethiopian Boubou
Abyssinian Oriole
Thick-billed Raven
Swainson’s Sparrow
Yellow-rumped Seedeater

Brown-rumped Seedeater

Bostrychia carunculata
Francolinus castaneicollis
Rougetius rougetii
Poicephalus flavifrons
Agapornis taranta
Tauraco leucotis

Lybius undatus
Dendropicos abyssinicus
Macronyx flavicollis
Cisticola lugubris
Melaenornis chocolatinus
Turdoides leucopygia omoensis
Parophasma galinieri
Laniarius aethiopicus
Oriolus monacha

Corvus crassirostris
Passer swainsonii
Serinus xanthopygius

Serinus tristriatus

E — endemic to Ethiopia, E* — endemic to Ethiopia and Eritrea, NE — near endemic

E*
NE
E*
E
E*
NE
E*
E*
E
E*
E*
NE
E
NE
E*
E*
NE
E*
NE

BIRDS
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7.2 Photos

Figure 2: The Abyssinian Longclaw (Macronyx flavicollis) is Figure 3: The Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher (Melaenornis choco-

endemic to Ethiopia. Breeding pairs were found in the wetlands  latinus) is endemic to Ethiopia and Eritrea. This highland spe-
of Alemgono, Yartachi and Gojeb. (photo: Bernhard Walter) ciesinhabits forests, forest edge and nearby farmland habitats.

(photo: Bernhard Walter)

Figure 4: The Crowned Eagle (Stephanoaetus coronatus) is a Figure 5: The African Emerald Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx cupreus),
typical species of extensive forest areas with old trees. The well camouflaged between the green leaves.
main prey of this powerful predator is monkeys, hyraxes and (photo: Bernhard Walter)

larger birds. (photo: Bernhard Walter)

Figure 6: The Ethiopian subspecies of the African Goshawk Figure 7: The African Olive Pigeon (Columba arquatrix) is a
(Accipiter tachio unduliventer) is now considered to be a full species inhabiting the canopy of highland forest.
species called Ethiopian Goshawk (Accipiter unduliventer) (photo: Bernhard Walter)

(Clark & Davies 2018). (photo: Bernhard Walter)
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Figure 8: The Blue-headed Coucal (Centropus manachus) is Figure 9: A large group of 58 individuals of the Black Crowned
a common resident in marshy areas of the Kafa Biosphere Crane (Balearica pavonina) was found in the Gojeb wetland,
Reserve. (photo: Bernhard Walter) probably a place for the night roost. (photo: Bernhard Walter)
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Figure 10: The Chestnut-naped Francolin (Pternistis castanei- Figure 11: The Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) is a widespread and
collis), endemic to Ethiopia and NW-Somalia, inhabits forest common species in Ethiopia. This species is rare at the Kafa
clearings and forest edges. We found this species in Adiyo, Biosphere Reserve, possibly because of the lack of large lakes
Chefahanna, Gojeb, and Decha. (photo: Bernhard Walter) here. (photo: Bernhard Walter)

Figure 12: The Wattled Crane (Bugeranus carunculatus) is one Figure 13: The Copper Sunbird (Cinnyris cupreus) occurs
of the rarest breeding birds of the Kafa Biosphere Reserve. in lightly wooded areas and the shrub layer on the edge of
Further investigations are needed to get more information on swampy areas. (photo: Bernhard Walter)

the number of breeding pairs and their breeding places within
the reserve. (photo: Bernhard Walter)
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Figure 14: The Pin-tailed Whydah (Vidua macroura) is common Figure 15: We found flocks of the Fan-tailed Widowbird
in farmland with shrubs and a variety of bush country. (Euplectes axillaris) in the wetlands of Alemgono, Shoriri, Gojeb
(photo: Bernhard Walter) and Decha. (photo: Bernhard Walter)

Figure 16: The Red-chested Cuckoo (Cuculus solitaries) was one  Figure 17: We found the African Fish-Eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer)
of the most obvious species during this assessment because of ~ resting on a tree on the banks of the Gojeb River.

its high calling activities (“it will rain”). (photo: Bernhard Walter)

(photo: Bernhard Walter)

Figure 18: The only observation of a pair of Spotted Creeper Figure 19: At the KDA Guesthouse many individuals of the

(Salpornis spilonotus) was made in the plot of the KDA Guest- Slender-billed Starling (Onychognathus tenuirostris) showed
house. (photo: Bernhard Walter) ayellow throat spot, probably caused by the pollen of tree

blossoms (photo: Holger Meinig).
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Figure 20: The Silvery-cheeked Hornbill (Bycanistes brevis) is Figure 21: Scopus umbretta foraging in a shallow water pond at
found in the Kafa region in all forest sites with old trees. Gojeb Wetland (photo: Bernhard Walter)

(photo: Bernhard Walter)

Figure 22: “KD” Dijkstra gave us some good hints on the Figure 23: Awalk through the wonderful wetland of Chefahan-

occurrence of bird species in certain areas. Thanks for that! na, with the assessment’s bird team looking and listening for
(photo: Bernhard Walter) birds (photo: Bernhard Walter)

Figure 24: It was a rainy day when we went down to the hot Figure 25: View from the way to the vulture colony near Adiyo
springs (from left to right: Woldemariam Tesfahunegn, Kiros (photo: Bernhard Walter)

Welegerima Gerlass, Mohamed Abamscha, Nasir Ousiman)

(photo: Bernhard Walter)
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